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Use.Manitoba has reached the point where two-wheeled bikes and e-bikes are classified as vehicles
under the Highway Traffic Act. As of this afternoon, Transport Canada will begin implementing a
mandatory two-wheeled vehicle classification, making e-bikes a vehicle whenever they're attached to
a bike frame or "maneuver the vehicle." That means e-bikes will be subject to vehicle registration
and driving-related laws, including vehicle inspection and insurance requirements. Bikes without a
motor attached will be classified as personal devices under the act. In a statement, Transport
Canada says it hopes to clarify the rules for e-bikes by the end of the year. Plans for e-bikes were
first announced by Transport Minister Jeff Johns in December 2016. The ministry says there has
been extensive consultation with all stakeholders, including e-bike and cycling groups. "This is about
making sure that everyone understands how the law applies to e-bikes and to make sure that we are
implementing the law for e-bikes in a way that's fair and consistent across the country," Johns said in
a release. Manitoba is the only province that classifies two-wheeled vehicles as vehicles under the
act. Alberta has considered the idea, but hasn't passed any regulations yet. Similar to wheeled
vehicles A Transport Canada spokesperson says e-bikes are similar to other two-wheeled vehicles.
"The purpose of the two-wheeled vehicle classification is to ensure that the rules governing the
operation of bicycles are updated to address the requirements of modern vehicle design," the
spokesperson said in a statement. Manitoba's legislation hasn't changed yet, so the rules will be
similar to the ones for cyclists. E-bikes are motorized by the batteries or motors in their frames and
usually have a range of 10 to 100 kilometres. They've become wildly popular in the U.S. in the last
few years, but not widely used in Canada. In Manitoba, Ottawa has a grace period for mandatory e-
bike registration, which
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