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a new generation of terrorists that makes
jihadis seem like Boy Scouts — I’m talking, of
course, about ISIS. In the past year, ISIS has
grown exponentially, committing atrocities in
an international landscape that it never has
before. It has taken over large swaths of Iraq
and Syria, and it also now controls territory in
Libya, Egypt and northern Afghanistan. Al
Qaeda’s leader, Ayman al-Zawahiri, has
called on ISIS to become the official branch of
the “caliphate.” This is not, of course, going
to happen. Al Qaeda has no identifiable
leadership structure and is an international
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amorphous entity. ISIL, for its part, is highly
centralized and bureaucratic. There is a
“Conference of The Islamic State” that meets
every three months. The group also uses
something called “Emirates,” a kind of tax
system, to hold the money it takes in during
the local fiscal year. It’s all very reminiscent
of the Taliban. From the start, ISIS has
displayed a ruthlessness that Al Qaeda has
never before matched. It has executed and
enslaved thousands of people, indoctrinated
children, and used the latest technology to
spread its propaganda and story of brutality.
It also has successfully used social media to
spread its message online. Indeed, it’s smart
for a terrorist group to use online tools in a
way that might draw non-jihadists to join it. Al
Qaeda, by contrast, has mostly kept a low
profile and has relied on old-fashioned
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messengers, such as Osama bin Laden, to
communicate with Muslims. ISIS is also just as
likely to use its hostages as soldiers for battle
as it is to keep them hostage. Recent ISIS
footage of the group’s commitment to using
its resources has included not just fighting
other militant groups but also advancing its
cause in Morocco and the United Arab
Emirates. Of course, ISIS is not foolproof when
it comes
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